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order to shoot people of importance a case of trea-
son had to be built up, and the German Gestapo was
selected as the most logical foundation upon which
to build.

I happened to be in Russia when the trial took
place. Without exaggeration I say that you could
sense the tenseness in the atmosphere. Every news-
paper, every meeting, every informal gathering,,
was charged with the tensity of this trial. Even the
Spanish Revolution, which was played up very
strongly in the U.S.S.R., became of minor impor-
tance.

Though this farcical procedure of trial by the
government may have accomplished its purpose of
deceiving the average person, on the other hand it
helped to intensify the antagonism of a good many
toward the present regime. Wherever I went among;
the more intelligent Russians I heard that this trial
was a disgrace, that a baby could see through it,,
that it was not a question "bf the principles involved*
but a struggle for power.

The undercurrent of unrest which was accentu-
ated by this trial is not local but is prevalent all
through Russia. (Prudence forbids me to divulge
more specific information on this point, as it would
endanger not only the well-being but also the lives